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should make the relevant declarations, and was convinced
that the American Government would take these declara-
tions as proof. Rintelen refused. But Bernstorff, Papen
and Boy-Ed complied with the demand without more ado.
Bernstorff and Boy-Ed could do this without misgiving, for
they had not actually been involved in the affair. On the
other hand Papen knew, when he gave his word, that
contrary to his statement and deposition he had had a very
great deal to do with sabotage. It was another instance
of his time-serving and his recklessness. They wished him
to take an oath. He did. He did not stop to consider
that this was perjury, and that in certain circumstances it
would be easy to prove this perjury against him.
Most assuredly he did not know then what an enormous
amount of incriminating material had been handed over
to the Americans by the British. Anyone else, before
deciding on such a course, would at least have travelled to
America to see what exactly was the evidence against him.
But this Papen dared not do, for he knew how much the
Americans loved him. Even so he might at least have sent
his lawyer. This too he omitted to do. With unruffled
equanimity he simply swore that he had nothing at all to
do with any of the charges.
It was naturally more than disagreeable when, as a
counterblast, the Americans produced their evidence, and
were able to establish that Papen's name occurred in con-
nection with numerous acts of .sabotage. The material
concerned was some, as we have mentioned, which had not
been published by the British in their White Paper about
Papen. Either he had forgotten that they had taken other
material from him, or, in his usual way, he had treated the
whole affair lightly and relied on certain facts remaining
hidden, covered, as he thought, with the dust of ten years.
It was naturally a very considerable blow to the German
Government when it came out that in consequence of
Papen's carelessness his testimony was useless to them and
in fact jput them at a disadvantage,
Now the wearisome negotiations were recommenced with